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In alignment with Cisco’s commitment to the 
Whitehouse our goal is to increase student 
enrollment in classrooms by offering on-trend 
courses and career opportunities in 
cybersecurity. 

We are launching a year-long Learn-a-thon for 
the Junior Cybersecurity Technician Career Path 
in correlation with October Cybersecurity Month.



This initiative will focus on introductory and entry-level 
courses, culminating in a career path exam that prepares 
participants for industry certification. Institutions with 
the highest number of overall learners will have the 
chance to win vouchers, allowing their participants to take 
the industry certification exam at no cost.

Participants who inform Cisco of their successful 
acquisition of the CCST Cybersecurity Certification will 
receive an exclusive invitation to a prestigious career 
fair. This event will provide a unique platform for them to 
showcase their expertise, skills, and potential to 
employers in the industry.

Join us in this transformative journey to shape the future 
of cybersecurity and empower the next generation of 
professionals. 

Cyber Challenge: Defending the Digital World



Kick off 
10/1/24 -
10/25/24

Networking 
Basics

10/28/24 - 
11/29/24

Networking 
Devices & Initial 

Config. 12/2/24 – 
1/17/25

Endpoint 
Security

1/19/25 – 
2/28/25

Network Defense
3/3/25 – 
4/18/25

Cyber Threat 
Management

4/21/25 – 
5/2/25

Junior 
Cybersecurity 

Technician 
Career Path 

Exam

5/5/25 – 
5/23/25

Sit for CCST 
Industry Cert

5/26/25 – 
5/30/25

Job Fair 
Participant 
Selection & 
Notification

6/2/25 – 
6/6/25

Virtual Job Fair

Cyber Challenge Course Pathway & Timeline

Networking Basics
(25 hours)

Endpoint 
Security

(40 hours)

Network 
Defense

(40 hours)

Cyber Threat 
Management

(20 hours)

Networking Devices 
& Initial Config.

(25 hours)  

Career Path 
Exam 

( 50 questions)

Intro to Cyber
(6 hours) 

*OPTIONAL*

Courses can be open from October 1, 2024, to May 23,2025. 

We have outlined a potential schedule below to encourage completion by students, however this is not REQUIRED 
as long as course open and close on or within the Learn-a-thon days.  



We have developed an option for instructors who do not wish to handle their own courses that 
enables their students to still take part in the Cyber Challenge. This convenient solution is 
straightforward - just use our pre-created course enrollment links and distribute them to your 
students. 

We offer a digital flyer with shortened URL's and a print flyer that includes scannable QR codes for 
enrollment options. 

By utilizing these resources, students have the opportunity to win a voucher for their CCST 
Cybersecurity Certification. Please note that this option does not include any prizes for institutions or 
instructors.

Easy Button Approach for Instructors

Networking Basics
(25 hours)

Endpoint 
Security

(40 hours)

Network 
Defense

(40 hours)

Cyber Threat 
Management

(20 hours)

Networking Devices 
& Initial Config.

(25 hours)  

Career Path 
Exam 

( 50 questions)

Intro to Cyber
(6 hours) 

*OPTIONAL*



Instructor Prizes

Top 5 Winners Mid 5 Winners Low 5 Winners Easy Button

----------------------------Each category will have 25 vouchers available for students----------------------------

No instructor prizes are 
needed for this category. As 
will be managed by Cisco. 

However, we are not 
penalizing students for 

instructors who do not want 
to open a course, they still 

can receive a voucher. 



-

Experis Partnership
Alyssa Clopton 
Vice President, Client Solutions
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Cisco & Experis Partnership

For 25-years, Cisco has  
transformed the lives of 
learners, educators, and 
communities through the 

power of technology, 
education, and career 

opportunities to create an 
inclusive future for all.

180 COUNTRIES

12K ACADEMIES

2.3M STUDENTS 
IN FY20

We believe that meaningful 
sustainable work has the 

power to change the world

+45 COUNTRIES

1,600 CLIENTS SERVED

50k PLACED ANNUALLY

“Connect talent with 
skilling, jobs, and 

career pathways to 
support technology 
transformation and 

unleash the potential of 
talent aligned to 

business strategy.”
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Experis Clients
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Arming learners with the necessary skills to kick-start their IT 
Careers! 

Resume Preparation
• Structuring Resumes for Maximum Impact

• Highlighting Key Skills and 

Accomplishments

• Tailoring your Resume for Different Job 

Applications 

Interview Skills
• Standing Out from the Crowd

• Common interview questions and 

how to answer them

• Closing the Interview
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http://www.mitey.info

Welcome to our MITEY Portal 
created for our Cisco NetAcad 
Learners!

After creating a profile, learners can:
 
Receive Job Recommendations

Save Jobs

View Current Applications

Access Career Resources
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12/6/24
Friday

12pm PST

2/7/25
Friday

12pm PST

2/28/25
Friday

12pm PST

4/25/25
Friday

12pm PST

5/2/25
Friday

12pm PST

5/20/25 
Tuesday

12pm PST

5/22/25
Thursday

12pm PST

Candidate Prep Webinars & Timeline

Networking Basics
(25 hours)

Endpoint 
Security

(40 hours)

Network 
Defense

(40 hours)

Cyber Threat 
Management

(20 hours)

Networking Devices 
& Initial Config.

(25 hours)  

Career Path 
Exam 

( 50 questions)

Intro to Cyber
(6 hours) 

*OPTIONAL*

Resume 
Building 
Webinar

Interview Prep 
Webinar

Resume 
Building 
Webinar

Resume 
Building 
Webinar

Interview Prep 
Webinar

Resume 
Building 
Webinar

Interview Prep 
Webinar

These sessions will have registration links posted on the Learn-a-thon Website; you can guide learners here at 
any time. 
https://www.netacadlearnathon.com/projects/uscanada-2024/ 

https://www.netacadlearnathon.com/projects/uscanada-2024/
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Opening a 
Course Demo



1. As a Cisco Academy to participate in the Cyber Challenge Learn-a-thon, you 
should create the courses in the Junior Cybersecurity Technician Pathway using 
the required naming convention: 

 “#cyberchallengeusc_example”  or   “example_#cyberchallengeusc”
2. Review the Terms and Conditions and register your courses here. 

http://cs.co/cyberchallengereg 
3. Promote the Cyber Challenge Learn-a-thon and encourage as many students to 

participate and complete the pathway from October 1, 2024 to May 23, 2025. Us 
the #cyberchallengeusc to promote.

Pro Tip: Instructors can create their classes today and invite students; just make sure the start 
and end dates are matching the above schedule. 

How to Sign Up- for Instructors: 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Yq_hWgWVl0CmmsFVPveEDtxa-L9AIJdFmhjhNq52iSlUM1I2VUdVTDc5QUJMVEM5OUxTUUhXSkhEWSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
http://cs.co/cyberchallengereg


Learn-A-Thon Website
• cs.co/CyberChallengeUSC
• cs.co/cyberchallengeusc

https://www.netacadlearnathon.com/projects/uscanada-2024/

Terms & Conditions
• cs.co/TCCyberChallengeUSC
• cs.co/tccyberchallengeusc

https://www.netacadlearnathon.com/dev/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/TC-
Contest_CyberChallenge_USC_2024_FINAL_with-I2CS-1.pdf

Learn-A-Thon Forum
• cs.co/cyberchallengeforum 

https://learningnetwork.cisco.com/s/question/0D56e0000E3MeO6CQK/cyber-challenge-defending-a-
digital-world-earn-your-ccst-certification?t=1726497297072

Important Links for Instructors

https://www.netacadlearnathon.com/projects/uscanada-2024/
https://www.netacadlearnathon.com/dev/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/TC-Contest_CyberChallenge_USC_2024_FINAL_with-I2CS-1.pdf
https://www.netacadlearnathon.com/dev/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/TC-Contest_CyberChallenge_USC_2024_FINAL_with-I2CS-1.pdf
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Q&A



-

Cyber Challenge: 
Defending the Digital World

Contact uscfeedback@external.cisco.com with any questions
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